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By Chief Russell Leffert 

Warren Township Police Department 

Although we call them accidents, motor vehicle crashes are not just happenstance occurrences.  They have causes that can be 
determined by a crash investigation conducted by a police officer or trained investigator. 

Many times we as parents attribute our children’s accidents on the fact that they are inexperienced drivers.  Although in essence this 
is oftentimes true, by and large there is a specific deficiency that caused the crash, something lacking in the mechanics of the young 
drivers ability, which has yet been learned. 

Other factors in motor vehicle crashes that affect us all, are physical and environmental changes in the areas we travel.  Have you 
ever taken notice of the procedure when a new traffic light is installed at an intersection where one had never been before?   The light 
is set to flash the yellow “caution” signal for two or more weeks before it is set to display it’s full cycle of green, yellow and red.  
This is done to help drivers become aware of the light’s existence and learn to take direction from the light, rather than to negotiate 
the intersection at our own will as done in the past. For some drivers, this change is not easily acquired.   

One of the environmental changes we see yearly that has an effect on motor vehicle crashes is the change back to Eastern Standard 
Time, from Daylight Savings Time in the fall.  As drivers travel their same daily routes, the setting back of the clocks causes some of 
us to now be traveling home in darkness rather than light; a significant change.  

Here in Warren we have two of these accident factors occurring simultaneous this fall.  We have new center islands and traffic 
patterns on Mountain Boulevard Extension and roadway construction continuing on Mountain Boulevard.  This in addition to the 
time change back from Daylight Savings Time gives us a combination of challenges this fall.  I ask that you be especially mindful in 
your daily driving and continue to be patient with our downtown traffic project.   I wish you all a healthy and happy fall and 
holiday season and remind you to set your clocks back 1 hour on Sunday November 1st, 2009. 

Candle Safety Tips 
Candles may be pretty to look at but they are a 

cause of home fires and home fire deaths. 
Remember, a candle is an open flame, which means 

that it can easily ignite anything that can burn. 
 

Safety Tips:  Candle with Care  
 

·  Blow out all candles when you go to bed. 
Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom 
and other areas where people may fall 
asleep. 

·  Keep candles at least 12 inches away from 
anything that can burn. 

·  Position candles a safe distance from 
curtains which could be moved with the 
wind and onto the candle 

·  Beware that your pets could accidentally 
knock over a candle or push something on 
to it. 

·  Use candle holders that are sturdy, and 
won’t tip over easily. 

·  Put candles on a sturdy, uncluttered 
surface. 

·  Light candles safely. Keep your hair and 
any loose clothing away from the flame 

·  Don’t burn candles all the way down, put 
it out before it gets too close to the holder 
or container. 

·  Never use candles if oxygen is used in the 
home. 

·  Have flashlights and battery powered 
lighting ready to use during a power 
failure. Never use candles. 

Any question related to this topic can be addressed 
to the Township Fire Marshal at 908-753-8000 

Ext.259 or e-mail your questions to 
tbyrne@warrentboe.org 
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DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS 
Our municipal alliance takes in four towns.  One of them, Long Hill 
Township, lies in Morris County.  This column gives praise to Morris 
County’s initiative of “Adding Assets.”*  The Morris County Department 
of Human Services in conjunction with the Municipal Alliances (us) and 
the United Way of Morris County believe that “Assets are powerful 
influences in behavior…[and] protect young people….” 

The greater numbers of Developmental Assets in a child’s life, the greater 
are the chances for success in that life.  The stated beliefs are that everyone 
in the community can build assets, youth can be taught and urged to build 
their own assets and help their peers and it can work intragenerationally. 

All of this being said, what are the assets? The Assets are divided into eight 
categories: 
 
  SUPPORT 
  EMPOWERMENT 
  BOUNDARIES & EXPECTATIONS 
  CONSTRUCTIVE USE OF TIME 
  COMMITMENT TO LEARNING 
  POSITIVE VALUES 
  SOCIAL COMPETENCIES 
  POSITIVE IDENTITY 

For a complete list of the 40 Developmental Assets please see www.search-
institute.org. 

The Watchung Hills Municipal Alliance agrees that this positive and 
inexpensive initiative will go a long way in avoiding that first drug or 
alcohol usage. And, as we have stated previously, keep kids away from 
substances as long as possible in order to develop a strong, centered, 
achieving child. 

*Municipal Alliance Coordinator Morris County Department of Human 
Services, Adding Assets in Morris County, spring, 2009. 
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The Warren Township Senior Advisory Committee recommended to the Township Committee, who approved, a change in 
the bus service schedule due to a lack of riders on the bus. The Township currently pays for use of the bus through a 
contract with the Somerset County Division of Transportation. The bus for seniors will no longer be available on Mondays. 
The bus will continue to serve Warren seniors on Wednesdays and Fridays. On Wednesday mornings the bus will go to 
Bridgewater Commons Mall.  On Wednesday afternoon the bus will go to Manville. On Friday mornings the bus will go to 
Blue Star Shopping Center or Watchung Square Mall. On Friday afternoons, the bus will go to Shoprite in Stirling or 
Pathmark in Gillette. 

We encourage all Warren seniors to utilize this bus service for your shopping, entertainment and social needs. Reservations 
to use the bus can be made by calling the Somerset County Division of Transportation at (908) 231-7115.  There is no fee 
for seniors to utilize the bus.�
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Any questions or problems can be addressed by calling or visiting 
the Tax Collector at the Municipal Building. If you have any 
questions regarding tax payments contact the Tax Collectors office 
at (908) 753-8000 x 231 or 232. Any questions regarding tax 
assessments should be addressed to the Tax Assessors' office x 
235. 

Checks payable to:  Warren Township 
Mail to: Loree Saums, Tax Collector 
 46 Maintain Blvd. 
 Warren, New Jersey 07059 

Please mail in sufficient time to insure that it is received prior to 
the end of the grace period. There is a 10 day grace period for 
each quarter. Interest is 8% on the first $1,500 delinquent and 18% 
for delinquencies exceeding $1,500. A 6% year end penalty is 
issued on delinquent taxes over $10,000. 

����������	
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The Warren Township Committee offers a Housing Rehabilitation 
Program for residents who meet Council on Affordable Housing 
(COAH) regulations for low and moderate incomes.  

The program provides up to $11,000 per dwelling for home 
improvements such as:  new roof, electrical improvements, smoke 
detectors, etc.  The funds are in the form of an interest free loan 
which is forgiven after a 10 year period.  The loan must be repaid 
only if the property is sold.  Interested residents can contact 
Rehabco, Inc., at (732) 477-7750 in Brick, New Jersey or the 
Township Administrator’s office at x252.   The Township has been 
successful in rehabilitating over 45 houses since 1989.    

In order to be eligible, the following guidelines are in effect as of 
2009.  Income cannot exceed the following amounts per 
households: 

1 person………….$56,056 
2 person………….$64,064 
3 person………….$72,072 
4 person………….$80,080 

Additional information is available on the Warren Township web 
site: www.warrennj.org. 
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The State of New Jersey has implemented new storm water 
regulations requiring municipalities to clean their storm sewers 
and catch basins on a regular basis. Cooperation between 
municipalities or shared services has become a popular method of 
cost reduction.  In order to meet the State storm water 
requirements, the Borough of Watchung and the Township of 
Warren have jointly purchased a storm sewer cleaner through an 
Interlocal Service Agreement. 

The cost to purchase this equipment was $84,600. Warren 
Township’s share was $56,425 and Watchung’s share was 
$28,200. The cost allocation was based upon the number of catch 
basins in each municipality. The Warren Township Public Works 
Department will house this vehicle and will be responsible for 
regular maintenance. Employees in both communities will be 
trained on the use of this equipment 

This cooperation will not only allow us to meet new State 
regulations, but to do so in a cost effective manner.  The 
Township Committee appreciates the cooperation of Watchung 
Borough and hopes that this may lead to additional joint ventures.� ���������	�
���
����������
���
���	���
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VOTE BY MAIL 
The VOTE BY MAIL  bill  has been signed into law in 
New Jersey. Any voter can now VOTE BY MAIL  in any 
election. (Absentee Ballot Applications are now 
obsolete.) A voter also now has the option to apply 
ONCE for ALL elections in a calendar year and/or 
ONCE for ALL FUTURE general elections (a general 
election ballot will be sent automatically every 
November). 
The application must be in the possession of the County 
Clerk 7 days in advance prior to an election. There will 
no longer be a disabled category and a voter does not 
have to be ill to send an authorized messenger. The Vote 
by Mail application along with more information can be 
found on-line at: 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/mail-in_doe.html 

Please call the Township Clerk's office (908-753-8000 
Ex 223) with questions and/or for additional 
information. 
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Want to get involved?  Go to www.wfafnj.org, or come visit us at 197 Mountain Avenue. 
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We Need You! 

This year the Wagner Farm Arboretum was atwitter with gardeners of all ages determined to see their plants 
prosper in the face of tomato blight, persistent weeds, strong storms and one of the wettest months on record 
in New Jersey.  In spite of the obstacles, our community gardeners performed admirably.  All 117 plots were 
rented in 2009, and there is already a 27-person waiting list for next year.  Sign up now to have the best shot 
at renting a community garden plot in 2010!  Contact Holly Hall at administrator@wfafnj.org.  

The Giving Garden cannot succeed without more 
volunteers, even with Ernie and Julie Gnoy, our 
Growing to Give Director, leading the way.  “Growing 
to Give” is a youth outreach program that involved 
over 400 Warren Township students growing and 
transplanting seedlings to the Giving Garden in 2008 
and again in 2009.  This is a massive undertaking that 
requires a larger staff.  We have openings for Program 
Assistants and Interns in the spring of 2010.  Contact 
Julie (juliegnoy@wfafnj.org) and put together a 
touching and exhilarating program next year!  To help 
in the Giving Garden generally, email Ernie Cottrill 
(elcottrill@wfafnj.org).  

The Children’s Garden needs your help.  Trees, 
picnic benches, chimes, and a picket fence are just a 
few items that can be added through donations and 
fundraising efforts.  When finished, the Children’s 
Garden will serve as a fun area where children can 
learn about nature. Future plans include alternative host 
events, birthdays, educational programs and outdoor 
meetings.  Financial and volunteer support is needed to 
complete the Children’s Garden.  If you would like to 
contribute to the future success of the Children’s 
Garden, email Holly Hall (administrator@wfafnj.org). 
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WHERE:   The Store at 
Wagner Farm Arboretum 

197 Mountain Avenue 
Warren, NJ 

WHEN:  Starts November 20th, and runs every 
  Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

 until December 20th. 
HOURS: Friday 9am-3pm 
  Saturday 9am-5pm 
  Sunday 11am-4pm 

Buy the perfect gifts for your friends and loved 
ones while supporting one of Warren’s growing 
non-profits at the 2009 Holiday Boutique.  
Items for sale will include jewelry, paintings, 
hand-blown glassware, framed and/or matted 
photographs, local honey, and holiday 
decorations made by our Garden Club children. 
Have a few hours to spare?  Volunteer!  
Contact Carol Senff (csenff@wfafnj.org) to 
learn more. 

����

In other news, we are proud to share with you that NJ Monthly MagazineNJ Monthly MagazineNJ Monthly MagazineNJ Monthly Magazine recognized our own Ernie 
Cottrill for his dedication to the arboretum’s Givi ng Garden.  On September 22, NJ Monthly presented 
the Garden State Seeds of Hope awards to five “exceptional people of our state who go to extraordinary 
lengths to help and give hope to others”.  We have known that about Ernie for years, and now the rest of 
New Jersey knows as well.  Congratulations Ernie! 



 5 

WARREN TOWNSHIP 

����������������
in conjunction with 

Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission ( MBRHC) 

H1N1 Flu Vaccine a Possibility Later This Fall – Watch for Updates 
MBRHC will continue to monitor the status of vaccine availability, while updating its internal emergency response plans 
accordingly.  Residents can visit the Commission’s website www.middlebrookhealth.org (and clicking on “Cover It!”) to 
help keep abreast of the current status. 

In the interim, the Commission reminds residents to continue to take these simple – yet essential -- steps to reduce their risk 
of infection. These steps can help protect you not only from the H1N1 Flu virus, but many other bacterial and viral infections 
as well.  These include: 

·  Frequent handwashing with soap and warm water, for at least 20 seconds, especially before eating, and always 
after caring for someone who is ill 

·  Applying ‘cough and sneeze etiquette’ by always covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of your 
elbow.  Be sure to wash your hands after! 

·  Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way. 
·  Staying home from school or work when sick, to avoid spreading germs. 

Seasonal Flu and Pneumonia Vaccines Offered by MBRHC: 
Beginning in September 

The Middle-Brook Regional Health Commission (MBRHC) will once again offer seasonal flu and pneumonia vaccines to the 
residents of Bound Brook, Green Brook, Middlesex, South Bound Brook, Warren and Watchung.  

“If vaccine shipments arrive as planned, we will provide vaccinations in September this year, to help assure that residents 
have time to receive the vaccine before flu season” says Kevin Sumner, Health Officer for MBRHC.  He adds that, “It takes 
about two weeks after receiving the vaccine for a body to build immunity.  Since flu season can begin as early as October, 
September is an ideal time to be vaccinated.”   

The following is a very  tentative schedule of influenza vaccination clinics.  Additional dates may be added if there is 
community demand.  Specific locations will be announced closer to the date of the clinic. 

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 Middlesex Borough 11:00 am to 12:00 noon 
Thursday, September 24, 2009 Warren Township 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
Wednesday, October 7, 2009 Bound Brook Borough 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

Pneumococcal vaccine will also be made available.  The same guidelines as detailed for influenza will apply. 

The flu vaccine is particularly recommended for those 65 and older, adults with chronic health conditions such as diabetes, 
heart disease and other conditions, and healthcare providers.   

Pre-registration is requested for all clinics and will start the first week of September. Both vaccines are free to those with 
Medicare Part B, but residents must bring their Medicare card.  Others will be charged $20 for the flu vaccine and $25 for 
the pneumonia vaccine.  To register for any of the MBRHC clinics, or for more information, please call 732-356-8090 ext. 
254 or 908-753-8000 ext. 239, or visit www.middlebrookhealth.org.  

 Rabies Clinics 
MBRHC is sponsoring free rabies clinics in the fall. The tentative dates of the clinics are as follows: 

DATE TIME LOCATION 

9:00 am to 10:00 am 
South Bound Brook 
Municipal Garage 

44 Washington Avenue 
South Bound Brook, 

NJ Saturday - 11/7/09 
11:00 am to Noon Green Brook Fire House 115 Greenbrook Road Green Brook, NJ 

9:00 am to 10:00 am 
Bound Brook Police 

Station 230 Hamilton Street Bound Brook, NJ 
Saturday – 11/21/09 

10:45 am to Noon 
Middlesex Borough 

Garage 
Main Street Middlesex, NJ 

Saturday – 12/5/09 9:00 am to 10:00 am Watchung Fire House 57 Mountain Blvd Watchung, NJ 
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Please call DPW at 908-753-1223 

with any questions. 
 

Open Saturdays  
THROUGH OCTOBER 24, 2009 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm  
��������	
��
�����������	���  

  
��� !�"��"#"�����$� ��% &'%#�� '$�(#" ��

&��&%�"��%�) ��&%$����%� ���"���#%*#" ��$##�
����*"�%��"&�"�  

FEE SCHEDULE:  
Load of material brought in your car.... $15.00 
Station Wagon Load ........................... $20.00 
Small Van or Pick up Load.................. $35.00 
Full size Van ....................................... $55.00 
Full size Truck..................................... $75.00 

���������	
���	���
���� 	
Between December 26th and February 20th you can 
drop off your undecorated Christmas tree(s) by the 
ball field parking lot that is located just to the left of 
the entrance to the DPW yard. Please make sure all 
decorations are removed. 

��-���.���%����/�#��-���.���%����/�#��-���.���%����/�#��-���.���%����/�#� ���
Third and Fourth Quarter sewer use bills were mailed 
in June. If you have not gotten yours, please call our 
office. Due dates are August 1 and November 1.  A 
reminder that they become delinquent 10 days after 
their due date.   
Upgrades to the three treatment plants and various 
pump stations in town are ongoing due to the aging 
of the facilities and new DEP regulations.  
If you have a sewer emergency after normal business 
hours, you are reminded to call the Warren Police 
Dept. at 908 753-1000. The Authority has on call 
personnel at all times. 
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Warren Township must comply with New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) Stormwater Management 
Requirements. These requirements include ordinances limiting pollution in our streams, maintenance of catch basins and 
community education. 

SOLUTIONS TO STORMWATER POLLUTION 
(Source: http://www.state.nj.us/dep//stormwater/tier_A/pdf/StormwaterBrochure.pdf) 

Keep Pollution Out Of Storm Drains 

L i m i t  Y o u r  U s e  O f  F e r t i l i z e r s  
An d  P e s t i c i d e s  

·  Do a soil test to see if you need a fertilizer. 
·  Do not apply fertilizers if heavy rain is predicted. 
·  Look into alternatives for pesticides. 
·  Maintain a small lawn and keep the rest of your property or 

yard in a natural state with trees and other native vegetation 
that requires little or no fertilizer. 

·  If you use fertilizers and pesticides, follow the instructions on 
the label on how to correctly apply it. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

For more information on stormwater related 
topics, visit www.njstormwater.org or 

www.nonpointsource.org 

Additional information is also available at U. 
S. Environmental Protection Agency Web sites 

www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or 
www.epa.gov/nps 

New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection Division of Water Quality 
Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control 

Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program 
(609) 633-7021 

Dispose Of Yard Waste  Properly  

D
o

n
’t

 L
it

te
r 

C l e a n  U p  A f t e r  Y o u r  P e t  
·  Many municipalities and public agencies must enact and 

enforce local pet-waste rules. 

·  An example is requiring pet owners or their keepers to pick 
up and properly dispose of pet waste dropped on public or 
other people’s property. 

·  Make sure you know your town’s or agency’s requirements 
and comply with them. It’s the law. 

And remember to: 

·  Use newspaper, bags or pooper-scoopers to pick up wastes. 

·  Dispose of the wrapped pet waste in the trash or unwrapped in 
a toilet. 

·  Never discard pet waste in a storm drain. 

Properly Use And Dispose Of 
Hazardous Products 

·  Hazardous products include some household or 
commercial cleaning products, lawn and garden 
care products, motor oil, antifreeze, and paints. 

·  Do not pour any hazardous products down a 
storm drain because storm drains are usually 
connected to local water bodies and  the water is 
not treated. 

·  If you have hazardous products in your home or 
workplace, make sure you store or dispose of 
them properly. Read the label for guidance. 

·  Use natural or less toxic alternatives when 
possible. 

·  Recycle used motor oil. 

·  Contact your municipality, county or facility 
management office for the locations of 
hazardous-waste disposal facilities. 
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A Guide to Healthy Habits for C leaner  Wate r  
Pollution on streets, parking lots and lawns is washed by rain into storm drains, then directly to our drinking water supplies and the 
ocean and lakes our children play in. Fertilizer, oil, pesticides, detergents, pet waste, grass clippings. You name it and it ends up in our 
water. 
Stormwater pollution is one of New Jersey’s greatest threats to clean and plentiful water, and that’s why we’re all doing something 
about it. 
By sharing the responsibility and making small, easy changes in our daily lives, we can keep common pollutants out of stormwater. 
It all adds up to cleaner water, and it saves the high cost of cleaning up once it’s dirty. 
As part of New Jersey’s initiative to keep our water clean and plentiful and to meet federal requirements, many municipalities and 
other public agencies including colleges and military bases must adopt ordinances or other rules prohibiting various activities that 
contribute to stormwater pollution. Breaking these rules can result in fines or other penalties. 
As a resident, business, or other member of the New Jersey community, it is important to know these easy things you can do every 
day to protect our water. 
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Warren Township ............... www.warrennj.org 
Library .........................................www .somerset.lib.nj.us/warren.htm 

Police ...........................................ww w.warrenpolice.com 

Schools........................................www. warrentboe.org 

Watchung Hills Reg. HS..............www.whrhs.org 

Somerset County......................... www.co.some rset.nj.us 

New Jersey .................................. www.sta te.nj.us 

�����������%�'��������������%�'��������������%�'��������������%�'���  
General ..................................... (908) 7 53-8000 

Township Administrator................X 250, 252 

Township Clerk ..............................X 221, 222 
 

Board of Adjustment......................X 260 

Board of Health ..............................X 239 

Warren Media Ch 15.......................X 267 

Construction Office........................X 242 

Engineering Department................X 248 

Municipal Court..............................X 226 

Planning Board ..............................X 243 

Recreation ......................................X 2 70 

Sewerage Authority .......................X 258 

Tax Assessment.............................X 234, 2 35 

Tax Collector ..................................X 23 1, 232 

Zoning Office..................................X 24 3 
 

Library ...................................... (908) 754-5554 

Emergency Management ........ (908) 753-1000 

Police, Fire & Rescue............... (908) 753-1000*  

*Dial 911 for any EMERGENCY 
Public Works Department........ (908) 753-1223 

All correspondence should be addressed to 
individual departments and mailed to : 

Township of Warren 
46 Mountain Boulevard 
Warren, NJ 07059-5695 
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